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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election of Group I, Subgroup IA (claims 1-19 and 11-12) in the reply 
filed on 07-21 -06 is acknowledged. Because applicant did not distinctly and specifically 
point out the supposed errors in the restriction requirement, the election has been 
treated as an election without traverse (MPEP § 818.03(a)). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-4, 6-9, and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C! 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Whittenmore (US 5,106,697) in view of Baxter (US 4,915,766) or 
vice versa. 

With respect to claims 1 , 3 and 8-9, Whittenmore discloses a process for making 
a laminated veneer panel. The process comprises applying an adhesive to at 
least one of the mating surfaces of wood veneers; and, then heat-pressing the 
adhesive coated wood veneers to form the laminated veneer panel; wherein the 
adhesive includes a thermosetting phenol-formaldehyde resin having a number 
average molecular weight range "of about 3,000 to 5.000 and weight average 
molecular weight in the range of about 25.000 to 50.000". which are measured 
using a oel permeation chromatography : (emphasis added) and further wherein 
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the wood veneers have "an average moisture content of greater than about 7% 
[by weig ht] . . . Usually, veneer average moisture content is targeted for about 5% 
up to about 10%" (terms and emphasis added; abstract; col. 1 lines 10-51; col. 2 
lines 48-54; col. 3 lines 32-56; col. 5 lines 4-24; col. 6 lines 40-49; col. 8 lines 10- 
18; example 3). 

Whittenmore differs from these claims in that, Whittenmore does not teach using 
a ketone-aldehyde resin (acetone-formaldehyde, claim 9) cure promoter. 
However, it would have been obvious in the art to incorporate a low molecular 
weight acetone-formaldehyde suggested by Baxter in the process of 
Whittenmore, because Baxter discloses incorporating a low molecular weight 
acetone formaldehyde as a cure rate accelerator for a phenol-aldehyde resin to 
form "an improved adhesive", where the adhesive is used for making a laminated 
wood veneer panel (abstract; col. 1 lines 10-17; col. 2 lines 54-68; col. 7 lines 28- 
63). 

Alternatively, Baxter, drawn to making a laminated wood veneer, discloses 
substantially the process recited in claim 1. Baxter differs from claim 1 in that, 
Baxter is silent on the molecular weight of a phenol-aldehyde resin. However, 
Whittenmore, drawn a phenolic adhesive of a type which is similar to a phenolic 
resin suggested by Baxter, discloses the desirability of using a phenol 
formaldehyde resin which has a number average molecular weight of 3000-5000 
and weight average molecular weight in the range of about 25,000 to 50,000 as 
an adhesive for making a laminated veneer panel (abstract; col. 5 lines 15-24). 
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With respect to claim 2, see column 6 lines 47-58 and column 7 lines 28-63 of 
the Baxter patent or example 3 of the Whittenmore patent. 
With respect to claim 4, see column 3 lines 48-56 of the Whittenmore patent. 
With respect to claims 6-7, see example 3 of the Whittenmore patent or column 7 
lines 29-64 of the Baxter patent. 

With respect to claim 1 1 , see column 1 1 lines 43-51 of the Baxter patent. 
4. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over the 
references set forth in number paragraph 3 as applied to claim 2 above, and optionally 
further in view of Detlefsen (US 5,057,591). 

With respect to the recited operating pressing time recited in this claim, operating 
conditions such as pressing time are taken to be result effective variables 
routinely optimized by those versed in the art. Those versed in the art would have 
reasonably recognized and appreciated that the pressing time is dependent in a 
number of factors namely: a) heating means (conductive, convective, 
electromagnetic energy such as radio frequency energy), b) heating temperature, 
c) veneer thickness, d) number of veneers, e) adhesive type, etc. For these 
reasons, absent any showing of unexpected result, the recited operating time 
would have been obvious in the art. Additionally and optionally, the recited 
operating time is an art recognized operating period for heat-pressing a plurality 
of phenolic adhesive coated veneers as exemplified in the teachings of Detlefsen 
et al (abstract; col. 1 lines 6-9; col. 2 lines 3-22). 
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5. Claim 1 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over the 
references set forth in numbered paragraph 3 as applied to claim 1 above, and further in 
view of Walser (US 5,234,747) or Park et al (US 6,569,279). 

While the applied prior art references in numbered paragraph 3 are open to using 
desired numbers of veneers in forming a laminated veneer panel, these 
references do not explicitly disclose forming a veneer panel comprising at least 
1 3 wood veneers. However, such would have been obvious in the art as such is 
an art recognized effective way for making a laminated veneer panel as 
exemplified in the teachings Walser et al (abstract; figure) or Park et al (example 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Daisy (US 5,074,946), Tsuruta (US 5,223,587) and WO 95/13920 are all cited as 
further evidence to show that it is well known in the art to formulate a phenol-aldehyde 
resin which has the recited molecular weight. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sam Chuan C. Yao whose telephone number is (571) 
272-1224. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday with second 
Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mr. Richard Crispino can be reached on (571 ) 272-1 1 71 . The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571 - 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571 -272-1 000. 

Sam Chuan C. Yao 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1733 

Scy 

09-18-06 



